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Exchequer and came back in the same cab as Prime
Minister. The shock to Lord Curzon was much greater
than the public supposed, as he had never doubted for a
moment that his ambition would be fulfilled. Some months
after this there appeared in Justice an open letter to me
from Fred Gorle, setdng forth arguments why I, with the
views I had expressed to certain newspapers, should join
the Social Democratic Federation. This letter made me
think.
Very rapidly of late I had found myself becoming
more and more antagonistic to the hopelessly stagnant
doctrine of Conservatism, and the interviews I had had
with one or two Conservative Ministers, urging inquiry
into certain cases of injustice, showed me that there was
no hope of progressive thought or realization of pledges
in that direction. Gradually, also, the ideal of a Socialistic
State was beginning to fire my imagination. I realized
that sooner or later there must be a parting of the ways,
and I was quite prepared to face it.
I went down to Astley in June, and Major E. W. S.
Grogan, one of the pioneers of Kenya and the first man
ever to walk from the Cape to Cairo, came to stay. He
was due shortly to attend a conference in London between
Indian representatives and the leaders of the white settlers
in Kenya. We discussed the points of difference and
motored to London together, where we both took part in
what turned out to be an abortive conference. Back again
at Astley, I pondered long over the inevitable, and finally
came to a series of conclusions which affected my sub-
sequent actions. The means of arrival at these conclusions
and the different pros and cons cannot be set down here,
as they affect other persons, but it is sufficient to say that
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